
 

 

 

Invited by COMESA Secretariat and Tanza-

nian Office of UNIDO, a delegation led by 

Mr.  Zhang  Zhitong,  the  chief  planner  of 

MWR, visited Zambia and Tanzania. Madam 

Cheng Xialei visited together as a member 

of  the  delegation.  This  visit  aims  to 

strengthen the cooperation between China 

and Africa on hydro especially small hydro-

power development in Africa. It is hoped that 

through technology transfer, capacity build-

ing, policy research and pilot projects, Africa 

can learn good experience and technologies 

from China.  

 

During the visit in Zambia, on May 17
th
, 

COMESA-ICSHP joint office was estab-

lished in the headquarters of COMESA. 

Mr. Sindiso Ngwenya, Secretary-General 

of  COMESA,  Mr.  Zhang  Zhitong  and 

Madam Cheng together attended the cere-

mony. The Office aims to promote plan-

ning, policy research on SHP and informa-

tion sharing on other renewable energy, 

and facilitate  cooperation  in  investment 

and financing of small hydropower pro-

jects in the eastern and southern Africa. 

Mr.  Zhang Zhitong hoped that  through 

close cooperation between China and CO-
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MESA,  African  countries  can  learn 

good experience and advanced tech-

nologies from China, which help their 

SHP  development  better.  He  also 

gave appraisal for the training course 

jointly held annually by COMESA and 

ICSHP and hope relevant training ac-

tivities  may strengthen the capacity 

building on SHP development for the 

member countries of  COMESA. Mr. 

Ngwenya said that COMESA has col-

lected a number of potential SHP pro-

jects from its member countries and 

planed to promote them on the 8
th
 Hy-

dropower for Today Forum that will be 

held in Lusaka next year.  

In Tanzania Office of UNIDO 

In COMESA office 

Visiting Zambian SHP plant 
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Message from the Director General 

Welcome to the first issue of the INSHP Newsletter in 2017. I am so glad to work 
with all of you! Now the first half of 2017 has just passed, let us review the results of 
INSHP within this e-newsletter. 
 
This year marked the deepening of South-South cooperation and the strengthening 
of Sino-African ties. In January 2017, in Tanzania, a small hydropower plant featur-
ing a 230 kW installed capacity was put into operation in Kiliflora with the support of 
UNIDO. 
 
Whatôs more, Mr. Sindiso Ngwenya, Secretary-General of COMESA received us on 
May 17th and the COMESA-ICSHP joint office was established at COMESA head-
quarters in Zambia. This office will hold training courses to build capacity around 
SHP. East African countries also got the opportunity to visit China and get a com-
prehensive training supported by UNIDO exploring best practices and lessons 
learned in the field of solar, biogas and SHP. In late March, I was delighted to inau-
gurate the ICSHP Innovation Base in Nanjing, together with Mr. Zhang Zhitong, 
chief planner of MWR and Mr. Xi Guofu, president of NARI Group Corporation. Their 
support consolidated the momentum around the development of the new coopera-
tion platform. We also hosted the first editorial board meeting of SHP International 
Standards in Hangzhou on March 29. The international standards will help promote 
green and safe small hydropower development worldwide and especially in the belt 
and road countries. 
 
Finally, our organization was really proud to launch the French, Spanish, Russian 

and Chinese versions of the World Small Hydropower Development Report 2016 at 

the Vienna Energy Forum 2017 hosted by UNIDO in May. 

mailto:ynzhang@icshp.org
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ICSHP Activities 

ICSHP Innovation Base was established in Nanjing  

On March 30th,  the 2016 Work Summary 

Meeting of Core Members and Base Direc-

tors of ICSHP was held in Nanjing. Mean-

while, the inauguration ceremony of the Inno-

vation Base of ICSHPðNARI GROUP COR-

PORATION was convened in Nanjing. Mr. 

Zhang Zhitong, the chief planner of MWR, 

Madam Cheng Xialei, DG of ICSHP and Mr. 

Xi Guofu, the president of NARI unveiled the 

nameplate of the Innovation Base of ICSHP 

together.  

 

Mr. Zhang Zhitong gave high appraisal of 

ICSHPôs contribution. He extended warm 

congratulations on the successful opening of 

this meeting and inauguration of the Innova-

tion Base, hoping that NARI, Jiangsu Provin-

cial  Department  of  Water  Resources,  to-

gether with the local government could actively support the 

development of the Innovation Base, promote advantages of 

NARI in the world hydropower industry, enhance interna-

tional cooperation on small hydropower, facilitate innovation 

in small hydropower technology, operation and manage-

ment. 
Mr. Xi Guofu gave a welcome speech and expressed NARIôs 

resolve in deepening cooperation with the Center and enhanc-

ing support for the Innovation Base. He promised that NARI 

would uphold the development principle of the Innovation base 

and constitute a comprehensive cooperation platform for all 

related parties. NARI Water Resources and Hydropower Com-

pany, one of the core members of ICSHP, also the operation 

institution  of  the  Innovation  Base,  gave  the  topic  report 

of Commitment to the Innovation Base, Contribution to the 

International Small Hydropower. 

2016 Work Summary Meeting of Core Members and Base 
Directors of ICSHP 

Innovation Base inauguration  

Certificates issued  
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Prof. Liu Deyou Attending VEF  2017 in Austria 

On the invitation of UNIDO, Prof. Liu Deyou, deputy direc-

tor  of  ICSHP,  attended  Vienna  Energy  Forum  2017 

(VEF2017). The Forum this year aims to contribute to the 

successful  implementation of  the SDGs and the Paris 

Agreement, with the theme ñSustainable energy for the 

implementation of the SDGs and the Paris Agreementò. 

 

VEF2017 brought  together over 1600 participants, includ-

ing heads of State, ministers, energy experts, representa-

tives of international and non-governmental organizations, 

academia, civil society and the private sector. It served as 

a platform for discussing and highlighting the importance of 

the linkages between climate and development as well as the 

synergies among the SDGs, and the importance of joint and 

integrated approaches for a successful implementation. 

 

During the Forum, on May 12, Mr. Philippe R. Scholtes, Man-

aging Director of UNIDO hosted the launch event of French, 

Spanish, Russian and Chinese versions of World Small Hy-

dropower Development Report 2016 that comprised 160 na-

tional reports and 20 regional reports. Mr. Chen Lei, minister 

of MWR and Mr. Li Yong, DG of UNIDO all gave highly praise 

to the new edition of the Report.  
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International SHP Standards Development and Launch  

On March 29, the first editorial board meeting of SHP Inter-

national Standards was held in Hangzhou. Over 50 represen-

tatives from government, research, design and construction 

institutes attended the meeting. Mr. Zhang Zhitong, chief 

planner of MWR made concluding remarks.  

 

The meeting gave a proposal for international SHP standards 

development. All the attendances agreed that the interna-

tional standards would promote small hydropower develop-

ment better, especially for those belt and road countries, and 

also lead Chinaôs experienced companies develop and invest 

SHP abroad. Many representatives expressed their supports 

on funds.  

The project proposal was also supported by the DG of UNIDO 

and Minister of MWR. Within the support of UNIDO, MWR also 

accepted the proposal and would give full support. The project 

will invite the international experts, scholars, decision makers 

and stakeholders on small hydropower and standards, and 

learn the experience of SHP development from developed and 

developing countries to develop and launch the SHP interna-

tional standards. We believe that the project will  promote 

green, regulated, order and healthy development of small hy-

dropower, facilitating inclusive and sustainable industrial de-

velopment, finally realizing the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals by 2030. 
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A MOU was signed between ICSHP and Ghana 

In April of this year, a delegation from Ghana Energy Com-

mission visited ICSHP. At the same time, UNDP, ICSHP and 

Ghana Energy Commission signed a MOU that is within the 

China-Ghana RETT Project, aiming to providing technical 

support  for small hydropower development in Ghana. 

 

In this July, ICSHP welcomed the mission of Ghana to review 

and finalize the design plans for the pilot small hydro power 

plant and to provide technical assistance and training on 12-

16th, July. The China-Ghana RETT Project is a 4-year project 

aiming at supporting the access to electricity for rural com-

munities in Ghana by drawing on and sharing the develop-

ment experiences and good practices learned by China in 

the field of renewable energy. 

The mission arranged by ICSHP also included a two-day visit 

to three small hydro power sites located in the province of 

Zhejiang, which allowed the members of the Ghanaian delega-

tion to inspect the facilities and address some common issues 

raised through the assessment of the design plans and train-

ing program.  

 

Following the technical exchange and site visits, ICSHP and 

the members of the Ghanaian delegation jointly set the follow-

ing activities for further promoting the transfer of renewable 

energy technologies from China to Ghana as a form of South-

South horizontal cooperation.  


